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Phonics Screener for 
Intervention™   PSI™  

SCREEN 

GROUP 

INSTRUCT 

95  percent  of  students  reading  at 
grade level . . . an achievable goal 

Pinpoint phonics deficits 
with the PSI! 



 

 

What Is the PSI? 
The Phonics Screener for Intervention™ (PSI™) is a 
diagnostic informal screener used to determine where to 
begin each student’s intervention, to group students with 
similar needs, and to determine when to move students 
out of one skill and into another.  

Curriculum-based measures such as DIBELS® and 
AIMSweb® identify students who are below grade-level 
benchmarks—the PSI is used to further diagnose these 
students to determine where to start instruction and how to 
group by skill deficits.  

Brief and easy-to-administer, the PSI assesses phonics 
skills, from basic to complex, in order of 95 Percent 
Group’s Phonics Continuum. Information from the PSI 
eliminates guessing and leads directly to Tier II and III 
focused intervention instruction. 



 

Why Should I Use the PSI? 

 

 With the PSI, there is direct alignment from 
assessment to grouping to instruction. 

 The PSI assesses the skills that are part of 
the Phonics Lesson Library™,  the Blueprint 
for Intervention:® Multisyllable Routine 
Cards, and the Phonics Chip Kit™ 

intervention instructional materials. 

 All assessment materials are easily 
accessible to reading coaches, teachers, 
paraprofessionals, and other school staff 
members from the PSI website―forms, 
directions, grouping worksheets, Student 
Material Booklet. 

 The Student Materials Booklet is 
also available for purchase, printed 
on heavy durable cardstock and 
spiral bound for your convenience. 

Screen Group Instruct  

Item #5030, $20.00 per 
Student Materials Booklet 



 

 

Using the PSI 

How Do You Use It? 

 Administer level-appropriate skills with Form A to 

identify skill needs. 

 Progress-monitor with alternate Forms B and C, after 

instruction has been provided. 

 

Who Administers It? 

Any school staff member well trained in phonics concepts: 

 Classroom teachers  

 Special Education teachers 

 Reading specialists 

 Interventionists 

 School psychologists 

 Instructional aides 

 Paraprofessionals 

 Speech-language pathologists 

Use with 
students in 
grades 1 and up 
who have poor 
reading 
accuracy. 

 

Download forms, mats,  
student materials 
booklets, and  
administration directions  
from the PSI website. 



 

Pinpoint  
deficits to target  

instruction—
close the gap  
for struggling 

students. 

Quick and easy to administer!  
 

Assess each student in about 10–15 minutes.  

 For students in first grade or above, 
begin at student’s highest level of 
proficiency.  

 With Kindergarten students, begin with 
Letter Names (Skill 1a) or Letter Sounds 
(Skill 1b).   

 It’s not essential to assess all tasks. The 
purpose is to identify areas of need so 
that you may stop when a student 
becomes frustrated.  

 With younger students, assess only the 
skills that have been taught in the core 
instruction.  

 With older students, you will often find 
some instructional gaps. In this case, use 
your professional judgment in 
determining when to discontinue the 
screener.  

 Discontinue the screener at any time a 
student shows signs of frustration.  

 



 
Grouping Students for Intervention 

Assesses  12 
phonics skills, 
including 
multisyllable 
words, plus 
sight words. 

Group students 
with similar 
needs for 
intervention 
instruction. 

 

1. List scores for each student on all 
the assessed skills. 

2. Highlight any scores that are 
lower than 90%. 

3. Start instruction at the lowest 
point that student is below 
mastery. 

4. Group students with similar 
needs for focused instruction in 
the skill. 



 

Intervention Instruction 

PSI Corresponds to several  
95 Percent Group  

intervention products. 

Phonics Lesson 
Library 

Blueprint for Intervention: 
Multisyllable Routine Cards 

Phonics Chip Kits 
(Basic, Advanced, 



 

Questions, comments, or to place an order: 

Ordering Information 

475 Half Day Road, Suite 350 

Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Phone: 847.499.8200 

Fax:   847.793.0033 

E-mail: sales@95percentgroup.com 

Web:  www.95percentgroup.com 

95 PERCENT GROUP INC.  

SUSAN L.  HALL,  EDD 
FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT 

INSTRUCTION 

ASSESSMENT 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS 

Classroom Posters only 
$34.00 for a set of 4! 
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